SOME  MICROGHEMICAL
TESTS  FOR  ALKALOIDS

INTRODUCTION
THIS work on microchemical tests for alkaloids was
begun in December, 1907, in order to obtain microchemical
tests for the detection of cocaine. From this beginning
work was done on other alkaloids until a total of sixty-four
had been tested. Thirteen of these alkaloids were of doubt-
ful purity, and therefore the results obtained on these are
not recorded here.
Two preliminary papers have been presented on this
work before the Association of Official Agricultural Chem-
ists, the first in 1908, published in Bulletin No. 122,
Bureau of Chemistry, p. 97,1909, and the second in 1910,
published in Bulletin No. 137, Bureau of Chemistry, p.
189,1911.
In this work no claim at all is made for originality in
applying the microchemical tests for alkaloids, as the
methods have been in use for many years. Most of the
tests were worked out between the years 1907 and 1910,
and since that time several of the more important contribu-
tions on the subject by other authors have been made.
References to color reactions only have, in the main, been
purposely omitted, since they were considered of minor im-
portance for this work.
We have endeavored to give due credit for all micro-
chemical tests which have been previously published and